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Dear People of God at ARPC,
In the midst of winter begins a time of great

importance for the church: The season of Lent. It is a time
of preparation, self-examination, prayer, and study that
leads to the pivotal point of human history: the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Traditionally at APRC we have observed Lent by
offering a Sunday evening soup-and-sandwich supper,
brief worship and study. We will follow the same format
utilizing a book by Adam Hamilton titled 24 Hours that
Changed the World. During these six Sunday evenings in
Lent we will journey together through the last day of
Jesus’ life. This powerful book will be available for you in
the Narthex prior to the first Sunday of
Lent which is Feburary 21. If you are
able, we are asking for a ten-dollar
contribution to help defray the expense.

I encourage you to take
advantage of this time of fellowship and
study as we seek to deepen our love for
Jesus Christ.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Ron

The Presbyterian Women’s Honorary Life
Membership is given by the Presbyterian Women to an
individual in recognition of their faithful service to our
church. These people stand out because of their seemingly
endless and untiring devotion ot ARPC.

Do you know someone who fits this description?
Nominations are now being taken for this high honor.
Please turn in your nominations, in writing, to Ginger
Blackwelder, Susan Culbreth, or the church office. State
why you feel this person should receive this honor. Thank
you for making your nominations by Friday, March 26,
2010.

Honorary Life Membership

The Boy Scouts will be collecting canned goods
between now and February 7, 2010, for our annual food
drive.There will be a barrel in the Narthex for
collection.            

Boy Scout s Collecting Food
for Loaves and Fishes

Prayer for Haiti
Please join The Good Samaritan Sunday School Class In
this prayer for the people of Haiti.

Fundraisers for Honduras
Mission T rip

Saturday, February 13 - Valentine’s Babysitting
This service is available from 5 - 10 p.m. Popcorn and
lemonade will be provided. Invite your friends to take
advantage of this service.
Friday and Saturday, March 4 and 5 - BBQ Dinners
On Friday you can ask that BBQ plates be delivered to
your location. We will accept pre-orders for this.
On Saturday you can pick up a BBQ dinner at the drive-
thru at ARPC.

If you are interested in either or both of these,
please contact Katy Leischner at 704-537-9567 or
jkleischner@carolina.rr.com.

Heavenly Father, we come to You
with heavy hearts for the people of
Haiti who suffer from the January
12th tragic earthquake.
Lord, we ask for the people of Haiti:
Comfort from Your Holy Spirit, healing, and the re-
assurance of Your love;
For quick and sufficient relief from Christians around the
world;
That their churches, hospitals, schools and homes would
be restored;
That their relief workers would be blessed by You with
sufficient skill, energy, love, safety and resources;
That their suffering would not be extended through
additional aftershocks, riots, starvation, diseases or other
tragedies;
That this disaster would not be used to give Satan any
additional foothold with the people of Haiti:
That long-term solutions would be found to overcome
their extreme poverty;
And that even from this earthquake Your Name would be
glorified.
In the Name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.



2010 Building Maintenance Fund:
Received per Sunday $3,625.75 385.75 570.75 232.00
Received to date 3,625.75 4,011.50 4,582.25 4,814.25
January 5¢-a-Meal Offerings (thru January 24) total $362.15
February 5¢-a-Meal Offerings will be collected Sunday, February 7, 2010

Serving ARPC in February
NURSERY
Sunday School
Feb. 7 Diann Pallman, Debra Stavrakas
Feb. 14 Kim and Mike Hall
Feb. 21 Nancy Parker, Susan Culbreth
Feb. 28 Ginger Blackwelder, Robin Silipigni

Worship
Feb. 7 Karin and Phil Boling

Polly and Jason Rowell
Feb. 14 Mary Ann Ogle

Kim and Adam Jackson
Feb. 21 John Fleming, Brigette McLemore

Katie Blackwelder
Feb. 28 Dana Baker, John Walls, Peggy Woods

HEAD USHERS AND ASSISTANTS
Feb. 7 Katy Leischner, Brigette McLemore
Feb. 14 Adam Jackson, Nichole Disser
Feb. 21 Adam Jackson, Brigette McLemore
Feb. 28 Katy Leischner, Nichole Disser

Sympathy

Received per Sunday $5,885.48 7,500.25 7,247.59 5,850.32
2010 to date $5,885.48 13,385.73 20,633.32 26.483,64
Church School Attendance 62 116 94 105
Worship Attendance 174 196 220 181

Elder of the Month: Brenley Ogden

Our Faithfulness for January 2010 01/03/10 01/10/10 01/17/10 01/24/10

FOCUS DEADLINE
Items  are due on the

20th of each month at 10 a.m.
Mark this on your calendar

for each month.

The ARPC family extends love and sympathy to:
• Craig and Mary Ann Ogle on the death of both their

fathers. Craig’s father, Pearl Rexford Ogle, died on
January 1, 2010, in Ohio. Maryann’s father, Edwin
Haws, died on December 2, 2009, in Denver, Colorado.

• The family of Edna Carpenter on her death Tuesday,
January 12, 2010. Edna had been an ARPC member
since 1973 and had been an active member in Sunday
School, Presbyterian Women and the Saints Alive group
until her move to Shelby to be near family members.

• The family of Bill Scarborough on his death Monday,
January 4, 2010. Mr. Scarborough joined ARPC in
1973.

• Ray and Jean Harrelson and their family on the death of
Ray’s mother, Mrs. Margaret Harrelson of Charlotte,
NC, on Wednesday, January 20. Mrs. Harrelson was 96
years old.

• Donna, Rob and Nick Chambers, Maggie and Erik
Blackwelder, and all the family on the death of Donna’s
mother - Nick and Maggie’s grandmother, Mrs. Jan
Wilkinson of Charlotte, on Tuesday, January 26, 2010.

Thank You
I want to thank my church family for their cards, calls,
and prayers during my recuperation. You can’t imagine
how heartwarming it was. I’m doing well and will be back
at church soon. Jim Ingold

Our heartfelt thanks to our church family for all the
prayers for us during Tommy’s surgery and recovery. The
healing service was a great comfort to us, and all your
cards and phone calls brightened many a day. God
answered our prayers and we have been greatly blessed. It
has been very comforting to have such a caring church
family. Love to all of you,

Tommy and Jerry Robinson
To our church family,
Jean and I want to thank each of you for the concern and
love extended to us during my mother’s long illness and
eventual death. We appreciate all the cards, visits, calls
and food. Most of all we thank God for such a wonderful
church family who cares so much for one another.

Love in Christ,
Ray Harrelson

Recent Illnesses

Jim Ingold
Ralph Killough

Tom Perry
Tommy Robinson



ARPC Youth Mission Statement: Our mission is to
pursue a growing relationship
with God daily as we pray,
worship, study, fellowship, serve
and witness.

Upcoming Events

HOLY HUDDLES

Sunday, January 31
Congregational Meeting - no regular youth, but
Game Day after worship until 5 p.m. We will walk to
Wendy’s for lunch.
Parent Meeting - 4 p.m., before Congregational
Meeting

Sunday, February 7
Super Bowl Parties, no regular meetings

Sundays, February 14, 21, and 28
Regular youth meetings from 5 - 7 p.m.

February 19-21
MYC Witness Equipping Retreat to Camp Grier,
This is tentative, there are some planning issues. If
we go on this retreat there will be no MYC this
Sunday.

Mission Trip Dates  - June 20-26
Preparation meeting: Sunday
June 13, 2010, at 4 p.m.

If you know me at all or pay any attention to these
newsletters, you know I am obsessive about making
disciples of Jesus Christ in small groups. That hasn’t
changed a bit, but I know that every good small group
faces the danger of becoming a ‘holy huddle.’ A holy
huddle is inward focused, ingrown, and serves themselves
and no one else. They are not interested in growing but,
on the contrary, think they are the perfect size. Telling
others about Jesus Christ never enters their minds, and
visitors to the group feel like outsiders. They don’t feel
welcome and they don’t stay very long, even though the
group members see themselves as open and welcoming.

If my description of a holy huddle sounds
painfully close to your Sunday School class, Disciple
Bible study, PW Circle, or other type of small group, you
are not alone. Most of us have participated in something
like this. It is all too easy to turn in on ourselves and fail
to care about the world around us. It is called sin. Face it,
we are all selfish.

That is why I am raising up a phrase from our
ARPC Mission Statement as our theme for making
disciples at ARPC – “To make known the love of God in
Jesus Christ.” God loves us and wants us to know God’s
love that has come to us through Jesus Christ. But more
than knowing that love, God sends us into the world to
make known that love. You and I are called to make it
known in the world, and at ARPC.

If we are really doing that, what does it look like?
What practical advice am I going to give here? How do
we need to do that in 2010? That is for later newsletters.
But it starts with  faith – with a loving relationship with
Jesus Christ, and loving people enough to want to share
that with them. If we believe in Jesus with all of our
hearts, we will find ways to make His love known.

I believe we are already making known the love of God in
Jesus Christ. Please pray that God would empower ARPC
to do this more faithfully in 2010.

In 2009 youth ministry at ARPC became more
focused on being disciples and making disciples in small
groups. That is a good focus and we are going in the right
direction, yet we need to see more commitment from our
young people. Following Jesus requires commitment, and
to develop the kind of fellowship it takes to be a small
group of disciples takes commitment to one another.
Commitment to one another shows up first in showing up
on time and consistently. We are trying to implement a
program that teaches the Bible, forms close relationships,
creates good discussions, and encourages young people to
grow in their faith. For those things to work we need
consistent attendance.

The MYC and the SYC are both going to be
equipping our young people to make known the love of
God in Jesus Christ by witnessing to their friends. This is
a real challenge for most of us, and it will take prayer,
faith, and meeting persistence in preparing ourselves.

by Rob Chambers

Pray that God would send the Holy Spirit with power to
equip us to show and tell the Good News.We began the
year with paintball and a kick-off, and look forward to
more good things.

Youth News



Presbyterian Women
Circle Meetings

Symp athyCongratulations

Cir cle #6 will meet on Thursday, February 11 at 7 p.m.
at the home of Mindi Gerrard (9314 Scorpio Lane,
Charlotte, 28227). Valentine’s Day is just around the
corner, and Circle #6 will be meeting just in time to
celebrate the heartfelt occasion. Our mission project for
this month is donations to the Albemarle Road Elementary
School. We still need a member to be our Special People
Coordinator for February. Please call Robin Silipigni
(704-542-8461) if you would like to share with others in
this way. We will continue our revealing study of “Total
Forgiveness.” This month we will discuss Chapter 5.
Please take time to read (or reread!) this chapter and join
us for a lively discussion on this life-changing process. As
always, if you have friends you would like to encourage to
join this wonderful Christian fellowship, the door is
always open. Looking forward to seeing you there.

Cir cle #1 will meet on Monday, Feburary 8, at 10:30
a.m. in Calvin Hall. Dot Davidson and Eva Helms will
be hostesses.

Cir cle #3 will meet on Wednesday, February 10 at 9:45
a.m. in the Church Parlor. The Moderator will be
Annette Mayne and the Hostess is Barbara Garrison. The
project this month is dinner and lunches for Room in the
Inn on February 3.
Cir cle #4 will meet Thursday, February 4, at 10 a.m. in
Calvin Hall.  Peggy Morgan and Jerry Robinson will be
the Hostesses. Carol Edwards will have our Joshua Bible
study. Please bring a sandwich for lunch. Our mission this
month is breakfast for Room In The Inn on February 4.
Please bring your breakfast items to the Calvin Hall
kitchen or the FLC kitchen on February 3.
Cir cle #5 will meet on Monday, February 8, at 7 p.m.
at The Olive Garden Restaurant at 4336 East
Independence Blvd., Charlotte, for our annual dinner out.
Please plan to come for good food and fellowship.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!

The PW Coordinating Team will
meet on February 22, 2010, at 7
p.m. in the Parlor.

Small Group News
The Covenant Small Group will meet on
February 25. Nancy, Jan and Mary Lou
are the hostesses this month.

ARPC ATTIC SALE
Saturday, April 17

8:00 – 12:00
Start gathering your donations now!

You can drop off your donations
Monday, April 12 – Thursday, April 15,

6:00 – 8:00 pm

  Only  large appliances can be
Dropped off on Friday, April 16 (no small items).

If you have items you would like to donate, but
nowhere to store them
until this time, OR if you
need your large appli-
ances picked up,
Please contact Ginger
Blackwelder at 704-
364-3497

Congratulations to Jonathan and Lori
Jones on the birth of their son, Noah
Alexander Jones, on December 14,
2009. Noah’s big sisters are Emma
and Lilly; aunt and uncle are Matt
and Renee: cousin is Logan and
proud grandparents are Sam and
Gloria Jones.

Symp athyLost and Found

Peggy Morgan has lost a ring that is special to her. She
would appreciate your letting her know if you have seen
it. The ring is a gold ‘pinkie’ ring with a ‘figure-eight’-
type design. Please contact her at 704-537-4557 if you
should find it. Your assistance will be very much
appreciated!

PW Coordinating T eam

ARPC
ATTIC
SALE

S(o)uper Bowl Sunday
Whether you are a football fan or not, you can

still use February 7 to celebrate our ability to share with
those whose needs are not met on a daily basis. Please
share the gift of food with the students and families of
Albemarle Road Elementary School. Donations will be
gathered in the Narthex on February 7. Monetary
donations will be use to purchase school uniforms for
students.
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24 Hours that Changed the World

Join your ARPC Family

as we mark the beginning of Lent on
Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 7:30 p.m.
in Calvin Hall

Then join us each Sunday evening from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
for a soup-and-sandwich supper , worship and study.
This study begin on Sunday, February 21.


