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Through your generosity 61 children in 28 families received at least three gifts each, which
were prayed over by you and delivered with much love. Kaye Cooke, Albemarle Road
Elementary School parent advocate was in tears as John and Carley Walls and I unloaded
our filled-to-the-roof cars. John led us in prayer as we circled by the front door and added a
further blessing on the school, the presents and the children. Kaye said over and over what a
blessing ARPC is, and we advised her that ARPC continually receives the blessing from
this. I pray that you experienced Christmas in this wonderful way. Thank you!

You for Being Angels

Attention: High School Seniors -
Presbyeterian Scholarship s

It is time for high school seniors who plan to attend a
Presbyterian sanctioned college to apply to the
Presbyterian College Scholarship. Six $500.00
scholarships are awarded each year. Applications must be
postmarked by January 31, 2010. If you are interested,
please go to www.presbyofcharlotte.org and click on
FAQ, Scholarships, Undergraduate Opportunities,
National Presbyterian College Scholarship to download
the application.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Thanks be to God for the gift of a New Year! Thanks be to God especially for the gift of forgiveness as
we mark this new beginning. A few years ago there was a movie titled “Unforgiven.” One colleague in ministry
shared that he saw this movie and left feeling depressed.

Those with him asked, “Why?”
He replied, “Because there was no forgiveness anywhere to be seen.”
“Well...duh...” they responded, “the title is ‘Unforgiven.’”
The Good News for this world and for us is: THERE IS FORGIVENESS! This is why Jesus Christ came

- for us - to forgive us - and to give us the loving power to forgive others. THANKS BE TO GOD! Without such
forgiveness no individual, or family, church or community will make it.

Dear folk, we can enter 2010 without the heavy burden of guilt or hurt caused to us by others. We can
bring it to Jesus Christ, who alone has the power to deal with it. God, as someone aptly said “is more willing to
forgive than we are to ask.”

Grace and Peace
Pastor Ron

Albemarle Road Presbyterian
Church has a wonderful tradition of
celebrating the birth of a member’s child
by placing a rose on the baptismal font. If
you would also like a rose placed in
honor of a grandchild, we would be
thrilled to do this as well. We would ask
that in the case of a grandchild, the
grandparents should notify Jane
Killough at 704-545-9546.

Honoring Grandchildren



2009 Building Maintenance Fund:
Received toward pledge to date

December 5¢-a-Meal Offerings (thru December 20) total $195.71
January 5¢-a-Meal Offerings will be collected Sunday, January 3, 2010.

Serving ARPC in January
NURSERY
Sunday School
Jan. 3 Diann Pallman, Debra Stavrakas
Jan. 10 Kim and Mike Hall
Jan. 17 Nancy Parker, Susan Culbreth
Jan. 24 Ginger Blackwelder, Robin Silipigni
Jan. 31 Nancy McLemore, Martha Blackmon

Worship
Jan. 3 Jenks Mackay, Jeni Carder,

Erik and Maggie Blackwelder
Jan. 10 Ronnie and Margie White

Cam and Maria Harne
Jan. 17 Bill and Diann McGuirt

Rick and Darlene Penninger
Jan. 24 Dan and Lee Shearer

Tony and Bonnie Nodine
Jan. 31 Brandy and Marty Margeson

Sarah Tate, Jennifer Yelton

HEAD USHERS AND ASSISTANTS
Jan. 3 Eddie Massey, Vickie Massey
Jan. 10 Nichole Disser, Brigette McLemore
Jan. 17 Nichole Disser, Martie White
Jan. 24 Diann Pallman, Katy Leischner
Jan. 31 Diann Pallman, Jan Myers

Sympathy

2009 Budget to date $457,138.15 466,467.50 475,796.85
Received toward Budget to date $370,324.05 379,225.05 390,540.20
Received on Budget per Sunday $9,930.48 8.901.00 11,315.15
Needed per Sunday $9,329.35 9,329.35 9,329.35
Church School Attendance 119 85 91
Worship Attendance 237 193 234

$31,640.96 31,856.46 32,366.96
Received per Sunday $2,271.00 215.50 510.50

Elder of the Month: Marilyn Michue

Recent Illnesses

Our Faithfulness for December 2009 12/06/09 12/13/09 12/20/09

FOCUS DEADLINE
Items  are due on the

20th of each month at 10 a.m.
Mark this on your calendar

for each month.

Rob Chambers
Eddie Grindstaff
Jane Hutchko

W. T. Perry
Tommy Robinson
Donna Wilson’s mother

Symp athyAddress Changes

Kevin and Brigette McLemore
Cooper and Madi Grace

1224 Sarandon Drive
Matthews, NC 28104

John and Jo Haggitt
6820 Ledgestone Place
Charlotte, NC 28227
704-563-2040 (same)

Sally and Bill Tullar
19100 Martha Lane
Jamestown, CA 95327
209-533-1047 (same)

The congregation of ARPC extends love and sympathy to:
• Melissa and Russ Ballard and their family on the

death of Melissa’s father, Clyde Lewis Miller, of
Charlotte, on Tuesday, November 24, 2009.

• Karin and Phil Boling and their family on the death of
Karin’s mother, Mrs. Marcella Sturm of Ashland, KY,
on Sunday, November 29, 2009.

EngagementEngagementEngagementEngagementEngagement
Diann Pallman wishes to announce the engagement of her

son, Jeremiah Smith and Liz Tabb of Cary, North
Carolina. The couple plan an August 7, 2010 wedding in

Raleigh.



ARPC Youth Mission Statement: Our mission is to
pursue a growing relationship
with God daily as we pray,
worship, study, fellowship, serve
and witness.

Upcoming Events

Christmas News

by Rob Chambers

Sunday, January 3
No regular meeting.

Saturday, January 9, 2-5 p.m.
Paintball at Glory Road Paintball Fields. Rain plans
are to meet at the ARPC gym for games. Pray for
good weather, but come to the church with a good
attitude if it rains. We will have fellowship and fun!

Sunday, January 10, 5-7 p.m.
Kick-off. We will again ask the question, as we will
all year - How can we make known the love of God
and Jesus Christ?

Sunday, January 17, 5 - 7 p.m.
Regular Youth Schedule

Sunday, January 24, 5 - 7 p.m.
Regular Youth Schedule

Sunday, January 31
Congregational Meeting

The MYC had a great time December 12 with
‘The Christmas Challenge.’ They were put in three
groups, given $20, and told to do as much as they could
for the next 45 minutes “to make known the love of God
in Jesus Christ” (from the ARPC Mission Statement).

One group made signs that proclaimed God’s love
and went around honking their horn and interacting with
other motorists. Another group went to Target, bought
balloons, candy and Sharpies. They wrote “God loves
you” on the balloons and candy and gave them to people
as they left Target. They also called and texted their
friends and family and told them that God loved them and
to spread the word. The third group, that won, bought
scarves, knit hats, and gloves and gave them away, telling
people that God loves them.

What can we do to spread the love of God in
Jesus Christ? It is a question we should all carry around
all the time. Basically that is our mission.

A big thanks to Joe and Robin Silipigni who
opened their home to a bunch of rowdy middle schoolers.

An absolutely essential belief for Christians is
that “people need the Lord.” This is the title of a song by
Steve Greene, and he is absolutely right; people do need
the Lord. What do you think? Do you believe that?
Really?

The Gospel of John makes it abundantly clear that
everyone absolutely needs Jesus Christ. It is only through
Christ that we receive eternal life (John 3:16-21). It is
only through Christ that we receive abundant life right
now (John 10:10). Jesus is uniquely the Way, the Truth,
and the Life, and there is no way to the Father except
through him (John 14:6).

Jesus’ love for us is amazing, which he demon-
strated on the cross. Jesus is truly God and truly man.
Jesus is the greatest man who ever lived. Jesus is the
greatest leader, teacher, and friend ever. Jesus is Savior
and Lord over all the earth.

Everyone of us needs to believe deeply in our
hearts that we need Jesus Christ. We all need to be
absolutely convinced that everyone needs Jesus Christ.
And our lives need to demonstrate this belief. We need to
diligently seek a loving relationship with Jesus Christ. We
need to share that love with others that they might have a
loving relationship with Jesus Christ.

Those need to be our top priorities. Our ARPC
Mission Statement begins: “Our purpose at ARPC is to
know and make known the love of God in Jesus Christ.”
The more I think about that mission statement, the more I
like it. There are not a lot of causes that are worth living
and dying for. This one is.

Please pray for ARPC, that all of us would truly
believe that people need the Lord, and that we would
encourage one another to live by that.

People Need the Lord

And thanks to Paul Williams and Mike Hall for driving
and leading groups.

The SYC had a wonderful progressive dinner.
Thanks to Tim and Becky Brown, Tim and Natalie Sielaff,
and Randy and Jeni Carder for opening their homes to the
high schoolers. A certain DCE whom we all know and
love received a special gift that you can find on his office
door.



Presbyterian Women
Circle Meetings

Symp athyGod is Good

Congratulations! to Eric and Melissa Troutman on the
birth of their son, Jacob Andrew (Jake) Troutman, on
Friday, December 11, 2009. Jake’s big
sister is Natalie, grandparents are
Tom and Pam Troutman, aunt is
Emily, and uncle is Brian.

Congratulations! to Mary Lou
Babinski, who has a new grandson.
David Bennett Sanders, Jr., was
born Monday, December 21, at Northside
Hospital-Forsyth County in Cumming, GA His parents are
Mary Lou’s son, David, and his wife, Tracy Sanders of
Gainesville, GA.

Happy New Year everyone!! Cir cle #6 will meet on
Thursday, January 14, 2010 at the home of Cindy
Eccleston. Please call Cindy if you will not be able to
attend. Our mission project for this month is donations to
the Piney Grove Elementary School. Rosalie Chriss is our
Special People Coordinator for January. We will continue
our study of “Total Forgiveness,” dicussing Chapter 4.
Please take time to read (or reread!) this chapter and join
us for a lively discussion. As always, if you have friends
you would like to encourage to come and join this
wonderful Christian fellowship, the door is always open.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

Cir cle #1 will meet on Monday, January 11, 2010, at
10:30 a.m. in Calvin Hall. Hostesses for the month of
January will be Colleen Gill and Mattie Graves.

Cir cle #3 will meet on Wednesday, January 13, 2010,
in the Parlor. The Moderator will be Barbara Garrison
and the Hostess will be Roxanne Hoots. We will collect
school supplies for Albemarle Road Elementary School.

Cir cle #4 will meet Thursday, January 7, 2010, at the
home of Ginger Neale. Myrtle Thornburg will be co-
Hostess. Carol Edwards will have our Joshua Bible Study.
Please bring school and/or pantry supplies for Albemarle
Road Elementary School and a sandwich for lunch.

Cir cle #5 will meet on Monday, January 11, 2010 at
7:00 p.m. in Calvin Hall. Linda Daoust will lead us in
Lesson #11 of our study book. Donna Wilson and Ellen
Roubaud will be our Hostesses. Please remember to bring
the items requested for the RITI lunch to the circle
meeting. Our circle will be preparing lunch for the guests
of Room In The Inn, Wednesday, January 13.

We are so appreciative to our Church family for the cards
and support we received when Mom passed away. We
miss her very much; but, what better time could she be in
Heaven than the joyous Chrismas Season? Thank you
very much.

Mike and Nancy Lynn
Micah, Wendy, Addison, Marc & Brandy

To my Church Family;
Thank you for Ron’s visit, for all the cards, and most of
all your prayers. I’m doing well and back to regular
church.

Love in Christ, Eva Helms

Dear Friends,
I want to thank you all for the uplifting prayers, calls,
cards, meals, and dozens of acts of love you have
performed for Barry and me during my pneumonia and
post-pnuemonia weeks. I will never again take for the
granted the act of just drawing in air! God made us with
wondrous bodies we generally take for granted until in a
moment of time, a gear slips! Praise God for healing and
for loving friends!

Love in Christ,
Barbara Garrison

PW Coordinating T eam

The PW Coordinating Team will
meet on Monday, January 25,
2010, at 7 p.m. in the Parlor.
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Come Celebrate
the

Good News

at ARPC’s Annual Congregational Meeting
January 31, 2010

A Chili Supper followed by Banana Splits
will be provided by the Choir

Please join us for this informative meeting regarding our
ministries and future plans


