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Dear People of God at ARPC,

This will be the twenty-second season of Advent and Christmas that I will celebrate with you. This is
a time of joy that I am privileged to share with a congregation of God’s people. The sights and sounds of
ARPC during this season will forever be etched in my mind and heart...........

“ The Angel Tree for the needy
“ Wreaths adorning the Columbarium
“ Red bows everywhere
“ Majestic worship banners
“ Children: The Christmas Pageant!
“ Poinsettias
“ The worship music of the Chancel Choir
“ The bells of the carillon ringing throughout our community
“ Candlelight Christmas Eve worship

And of course - in my proximity you’ll find a box of chocolate-covered cherries! All of this for one
great purpose: to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ: Emmanuel - God with us - forever. For this opportunity
to express our gratitude, let us be thankful.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Ron

Let’s continue our relationship with Albemarle Road
Elementary School by providing some of their
students or their siblings with some Christmas joy.
Choose a name from the Angel Tree, pray for that
child, and return the wrapped gift with the tag
attached no later than Sunday, December 13. If you
have questions, please call Lee Shearer at
704-540-3278.



2009 Building Maintenance Fund:
Received toward pledge to date $

November 5¢-a-Meal Offerings (thru November 22) total $226.29
December 5¢-a-Meal Offerings will be collected Sunday, December 6, 2009.

Serving ARPC in December
NURSERY

Sunday School
Dec. 6 Katie Blackwelder
Dec. 13 Nancy Parker, Susan Culbreth
Dec. 20 Ginger Blackwelder, Robin Silipigni
Dec. 27 Nancy McLemore, Martha Blackmon

Worship
Dec. 6 Mary Ann Ogle

Kim and Adam Jackson
Dec. 13 Eric and Melissa Troutman

John Fleming, Brigette McLemore
Dec. 20 Dana Baker, John Walls

Peggy Wood
Dec. 27 Troy and Nichole Disser

Katy and Joe Leischner

Childr en’s Church
Dec. 6 Melissa and Eric Troutman
Dec. 13 Polly and Jason Rowell
Dec. 20 Mindi Gerrard, Fran Williams

HEAD USHERS AND ASSISTANTS
Dec. 6 Help needed!
Dec. 13 Mike Brinkley, Diann Pallman
Dec. 20 Mike Brinkley, Bob Saye
Dec. 27 Mike Brinkley, Ellen Roubaud

Sympathy

2009 Budget to date 410,491.40 419,820.75 429,150.10 438,479.45
Received toward Budget to date 332,039.90 335,914.92 343,800.52 348,431.62
Received on Budget per Sunday 10,133.25 3,875.02 7,885.60 4,631.10
Needed per Sunday 9,329.35 9,329.35 9,329.35 9,329.35
Church School Attendance 76 87 92 105
Worship Attendance 201 139 188 185

27,671.46 27,801.96 28,303.96 28,733.46
Received per Sunday 615.50 130.50 502.00 429.50

Elder of the month: Drusilla Ingold

Recent Illnesses

Thank You

Our Faithfulness for November 2009 11/01/09 11/08/09 11/15/09 11/22/09

FOCUS DEADLINE
Items  are due on the

20th of each month at 10 a.m.
Mark this on your calendar

for each month.

Love and sympathy are expressed to:
• Nancy and Mike Lynn and their family on the death of

Nancy’s mother, Louise Mae Goodwin, on Thursday,
November 5, 2009.

• David and Sandra Helms (former ARPC members) on
the recent death of David’s father.

Tom & Linda, Brian & Ashley, and Kelley & Brice wish
to thank the entire ARPC family for the wonderful
celebration of Brian’s ordination. As Brian said, the
people of ARPC raised him, along with his loving family.
The Boy Scout leaders, the Sunday School teachers, the
Weekday School teachers, Rev. Ron and Rob Chambers
have a lot to be proud of. It’s occasions like this that
remind us again and again what a loving congregation we
belong to. Thank you, ARPC family.

Special thanks to all the ladies of the choir family who
sewed at Montreat on the two banners prepared for the
Stewardship/Thanksgiving Season this year. And an extra
special thanks to Cindy Eccleston and Rosemary Nelson
for taking banners home to work on so they could be
completed on time. Without all their help and Jim White’s
design expertise, we would not have the banners to enjoy.
We have received a lot of appreciative comments.

Thank you,
Martie White

Rob Chambers
Evelyn Freeman
Mindi Gerrard

Eva Helms

Ron Hill
Jane Hutchko
Ben Wilson



ARPC Youth Mission Statement: Our mission is to
pursue a growing relationship
with God daily as we pray,
worship, study, fellowship, serve
and witness.

Upcoming Events

Youth News

by Rob Chambers

Saturday, December 5
Paintball for MYC and SYC

Sunday, December 6
Last regular Youth Meeting in 2009

Saturday, December 12, 6 - 9 p.m.
MYC Christmas Challenge

Sunday, December 13, 6 p.m.
Christmas Pageant

Saturday, December 19
Progressive dinner?

We continue to move towards having small groups of
committed disciples in the MYC and SYC. Please pray for
our youth, that they will live their commitment to Jesus
Christ, and to one another.

REMINDER TO PARENTS: It is time to get in deposits
for the Great Escape and Montreat. The deadline for both
is the end of the year. If you can’t come up with the
deposits now, what we really need is a firm commitment.

If you haven’t noticed, I have a passion for
making disciples. My greatest goal presently is to help
APRC get better and better at making disciples of people
of all ages.

One of the biggest factors in making disciples is
personal relationships. That is why I am passionate about
small groups. Christians loving one another is the perfect
context for making disciples of Jesus Christ. But love
among Christians is bigger than small groups, as I have
been reminded by my upcoming surgery and cancer
treatments.

The love and support I have received from this
church has been overwhelming. We are family. My faith
has been strengthened so much. The love of a church
family is such a privilege to receive. It is also vital in
being disciples of Jesus Christ and in making disciples of
Jesus Christ.

LOVING ONE ANOTHER
Many, many people in our society are hostile to

the church because they were hurt there, and that is what
they remember more than the love they received there. As
Christians, we have the privilege of loving one another,
and the awesome responsibility of sharing God’s love; not
only with each other, but with the whole world. It is our
calling. It makes a huge difference.

I exhort you to continue to love one another, and
love especially the stranger and alien among us. Let us be
exceedingly hospitable to visitors. And, let us find more
ways to serve our East Charlotte neighbors.

Finally, I want to say thank you, thank you,
thank you.

In Christ, Rob Chambers

December 13 at 6 p.m.

It’s noIt’s noIt’s noIt’s noIt’s not tt tt tt tt too early too early too early too early too early tooooo
think about.....think about.....think about.....think about.....think about.....



Presbyterian Women
Circle Meetings

Small Group News

The Covenant Small Group will meet on
December 31. James and Bleeka Ashcraft
are the hosts this month.

Cir cle #1 will meet on Monday, December 14, at 10:30
a.m. in Calvin Hall.

Cir cle #4 will meet at Rayona Black’s home on
Thursday, December 3, 2009. Drusilla Ingold will have
our Joshua Bible study. If you would like to carpool,
please meet at Showmar’s in Mint Hill at 9:15 a.m. Bring
a covered dish, a gift to exchange, and a check made out
to Albemarle Road Middle School for school uniforms.

Cir cle #6 will meet on Thursday, December 10, 2009, at
the home of Robin Silipigni (7100 Swans Run Road,
Charlotte, 28226) for our holiday potluck!! We will start
at 6:30 p.m. Please RSVP to Robin if you will be
attending! (704-542-8461) Everyone can bring a $5.00
Christmas-themed gift for our fun gift exchange. As
always, if you have friends you would like to encourage to
come and join this wonderful Christian fellowship, the
door is always open. Looking forward to seeing you there

Pictorial Church Directories
are available at the office.
Please see Treva if you have
not picked yours up yet.

Cir cle #5 will meet in Calvin Hall  in the Chapel Building
on Monday, December 14, at 7 p.m. for our annual
covered dish dinner. Please bring your favorite covered
dish to share with everyone. Our hostesses will be Judy
Saxon and Gail Shroyer, who will supply beverages and
dessert. We will also be taking up donations for the
Ablemarle Road Middle School Uniform program. Please
plan to come enjoy the food and fellowship.

Thanks to our walkers and sponsors, ARPC turned in
$2203.50 to the Charlotte Crop Walk! $550 will be given
to local charities here in Charlotte. The remainder will be
sent to other countries to help stop hunger in those
countries. Thank you to everyone for their help. Thank
you also to the Mission Committee for providing the Crop
Walk walkers with our official T-shirts and providing us
with lunch the day of the walk. It is a privilege to belong
to such a caring church.

Bleeka Ashcraft

Symp athyAddress Changes

Brice and Kelley Daoust Pridgen
251 Tenth Street NW, Bldg. C, Suite 406
Atlanta, GA 30318

Brian and Ashley Daoust
8155 E. Fairmount Drive, #216
Denver, CO 80230

Reminder

Thank You for Supporting
Crop W alk

Thanks from Alpha
Thank you for your support of invitations, prayers and
dessert. We have 40+ active participants who are feeling
the love of ARPC and God’s love

Cir cle #3 will meet on December 9, 2009, at 8:30 in the
church parking lot to ride as a group. We will go out to
lunch at Elliot’s after we work at Operation Christmas
Child. We are scheduled to work from 9 - 1 p.m.

ARPC invites you
to attend one of our
Candlelight Services

on Thursday, December 24.
The early service is at

5:00 p.m.
and is celebrated especially

with children in mind.
Our second

Candlelight Service
begins at 7:30 p.m.

All are invited.



Albemarle Road Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 25903
Charlotte, NC 28229-5903

Address Service Requested

Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent  - “Hanging of the Greens”
Sunday, December 6 Second Sunday of Advent - Celebration of Holy Communion and

Baptism of infant Anderson Geddings
Sunday December 13 Third Sunday of Advent

9:15 a.m. - all Sunday School classes join in the Family Life Center
for “A Birthday Party for Jesus”
6 p.m. - Christmas Pageant with refreshments following in the
Family Life Center

Thursday, December 17 Officers’ Christmas Social  - 7 p.m. in Calvin Hall
Sunday, December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent - Chancel Choir’s Christmas Cantata

during morning worship
Thursday, December 24 Candlelight Christmas Eve Services

5 p.m. (especially for children) and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 27 First Sunday after Christmas - College students lead worship

Jesus Came to Earth as Child!
Join us as we Celebrate this Season of Anticipation and Joy



The Staff of
Albemarle Road Presbyterian Church

wishes you and your family
a joyful and blessed

Christmas.



The 2010 Flower Calendar will be in the Narthex during
the month of December. If you would like to place flowers
in the sanctuary for a Sunday worship service during 2010,
please stop by the table and place you name on the calendar
for the date you choose. If that date is already taken, it
would be appreciated if you would choose an available date
close to the original choice. This will help insure that fresh
flowers are available for every Sunday. Standard arrange-
ments cost $35 and are delivered to the church by the
florist. After the worship service, the flowers are yours to
take with you. Thank you for taking part in enhancing the
beauty of the sanctuary during the worship services.

Flower Calendar

On October 25, 2009, the following slate of Deacons and Elders were elected into office by
the Congregation. These women will be ordained/installed on Sunday, January 10, 2010.

Please keep this group in your prayers as they serve Christ as elected officers at ARPC.

Elders
Barbara Garrison
Martie White
Cindy Eccleston
Bonnie Nodine
Nichole Disser
Brenley Ogden

Deacons
Rosalie Chriss
Pam Hentschke
Brigette McLemore

Church Office Closings

My grateful thanks to all those who have helped out in the
church office and with counting the weekly offerings
during 2009. Special thanks to Jo and John Haggitt for
staffing the church office so that I could have time away.
The cheerful assistance given has been greatly appreciated
and most helpful!
Please make a note of the following financial items:

¨ Offering envelopes for 2010 were distributed at the
Thanksgiving breakfast on November 22. Boxes not
picked up are available in the Sanctuary Narthex. Do
not use these envelopes until January 2010 as numbers
were reassigned. Please be sure you get the envelopes
labeled for you! Boxes are available to anyone
requesting them.

¨ Contributions for 2010 must be in the church office
or postmarked by Thursday, December 31, 2009, to
be credited to the 2009 year. Any donations of stock
must be made by December 31, 2009. The church
office will close at 3 p.m. on Thursday, December
31, 2009.

¨ Offering statements for the year 2009 will be mailed in
early January 2010. When received, please check your
statement carefully and contact me if you have any
questions. 2009 records will be closed on Friday
January 22, 2010, and all corrections must be made
before that date.

It has been my privilege to work with you during 2009. I
hope you will call any time I may be of service.

Christmas holidays:
Thursday, December 24 and
Friday, December 25.

New Year’s holiday:
Friday, January 1

Treva Bridges

From the Church Office


